WHAT   THE    PEOPLE   DID   NOT    KNOW

ance with regulations, and in the second place because the
General Staff needed to know what aeroplanes and tanks
it had at its disposal, so that it could advise the Ministry
on the adequate use of these. Since they were supporting
forces in attack as much as in defence, they ought to be
used by the General responsible, and not by the "friendly
advisers", who worked secretly, exempt from all responsi-
bility. Senor Prieto considered my regrets very reasonable,
and Largo Gaballero and Garcia Oliver were of the same
opinion. But in spite of their good intentions things went
on in just the same way.

On one of the various occasions on which I have dis-
cussed the matter with the "friendly advisers", one of them
told me quite ingenuously that they controlled the Air
Force and the Tanks, though he could give me no reasons
for this, except that in his judgment it was a question of
politics. Possibly their idea was that the Communists
should hold such important forces in their hands so that
if the opportune or necessary moment arrived, they could
attack authority. (What happened at the end of the war
confirms my belief.)

When I was in command of the Andalusian Army I had
to form a plan of defence, owing to the possibility of a
strong attack from the enemy. I naturally needed to know
the situation of all the aerodromes in the territory under
my command. The Andalusian General Staff had no
concrete facts in this most important matter. Conse-
quently, I asked the Army General Staff to send them to
me privately.
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